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Town  Clerk  : 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 
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Borough  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector: 
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To  the  Sanitary  Authoritv  of  the  Borough  of 
Welshpool 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Borough  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953.  The  report  is  drawn 
up  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  the 
Welsh  Board  of  Health  Circular  No.  1/54  (Wales). 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  the  Borough : 20,427  Acres. 
Population  (mid-year  estimate) : 5,980. 


BIRTHS. 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

47 

58 

105 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

49 

59 

108 

Live  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population):  18.1. 
(compared  with  15.5  for  England  and  Wales). 


Still  Births  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  2 2 4 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  0 0 0 

2 2 4 


Still  Birth  Rate. 

(a)  (per  1 ,000  estimated  population)  ...  C 66 

(b)  (per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births  ...  35.7 


compared  with  (a)  0.35,  and  (b)  22.4  for  England  and  Wales. 
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DEATHS. 


Male  Female  Total 

From  all  Causes  30  31  61 

Death  Rate  (per  1,(KX)  estimated  population):  10.2 

(compared  with  11.4  for  England  and  Wales). 


Infant  Mortality. 

Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

of  age  1 2 3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 

weeks  of  age  1 2 3 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  Live  Births). 

All  causes  under  one  year  of  age  27.7 

(Compared  with  26.8  for  England  and  Wales). 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


Year:  1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Population 

6048 

5980 

5952 

5980 

Live  Birth  Rate 

18.0 

23.1 

21.2 

18.1 

Still  Birth  Rate 

0.33 

0.17 

0.34 

0.66 

Death  Rate 

11.9 

14.2 

10.9 

1C.2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

...  45.9 

28.9 

31.7 

27.7 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous 

Male  Female  Total 

System  ...  

6 

8 

14 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

5 

2 

7 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

1 

4 

5 

Malignant  disease  of  the  lungs 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  disease  of  the  breast 

0 

2 

2 

Malignant  disease  of  the  uterus 

0 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  diseases  

6 

3 

9 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

0 

1 

1 

Other  heart  disease  

2 

1 

3 

Bronchitis  ...  

4 

0 

4 

Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

0 

1 

Nephritis  

0 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

3 

6 

9 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

0 

1 

All  other  accidents  ...  

0 

1 

1 

30  31  61 


There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the 
year,  and  there  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


During  the  year  the  following  diseases  were  notified : 


Pneumonia  

Male  Female 
6 0 

Total 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

4 

9 

Measles  

1 

3 

4 

Erysipelas  

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis  

0 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis:  Pulmonary 

4 

4 

8 

Tuberculosis : Non-Pulmonary 

0 

0 

0 

HEALTH  SERVICES. 


There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  Consultant  Clinics 
listed  in  my  report  for  1952,  and  they  continue  to  function 
very  satisfactorily. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  SECTION  47. 

No  action  was  taken  in  any  case  under  this  section 
during  the  year. 


WATER. 

Town  Supply. 

(a)  Rainfall  figures  for  the  year:  — 


Inches 

Inches 

January 

...  1.43 

July 

...  3.96 

February 

...  2.05 

August 

...  2.97 

March 

...  2.06 

September 

...  3.77 

April 

...  2.94 

October 

...  1.59 

May 

...  1.82 

November 

...  3.11 

June 

...  1.48 

December 

...  1.29 

Total  for  year  ...  28.47 


This  compares  with  33.63  inches  in  1952  and  41.29 
inches  in  1951. 

(b)  Minimum  supply  to  reservoirs  was  74,390  gallons 
recorded  in  September,  1953.  Minimum  waste  line  was  1,600 
gallons  per  hour.  Average  consumption  was  104,000  gallons 
per  day. 

(c)  2 private  houses  and  2 other  properties  were  con- 
nected to  the  town  s supply  during  the  year. 
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(d)  The  connections  to  the  town’s  supply  are  as  follows : 
1,484  houses;  192  shoos,  etc.;  4 farms;  2 small  holdings. 
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Guilsfield  and  Groes. 


The  necessity  of  supplementing  these  mains  from  stream 
water  has  now  been  eliminated  by  the  supply  of  water  from 
the  Trinity  Well  source.  The  Groes  springs  were  only  used 
for  a brief  period  and  the  minimum  yield  of  the  springs 
during  the  year  was  1,661  gallons  per  day;  this  figure  was 
recorded  on  12th  September,  1953.  During  the  year  services 
were  provided  for  supplying  one  house  and  one  small  hold- 
ing. 


Trewern  Water  Supply. 

Two  small  main  extensions  were  carried  out;  one  on  the 
Middletown  Road  and  one  on  the  Housing  Estate.  During 
the  year  connections  were  made  to  6 Council  houses,  8 pri- 
vate houses,  1 drinking  trough  and  1 farm.  This  makes  a 
total  of  28  Council  houses  and  36  private  properties  now  being 
supplied  from  the  Gelli  springs. 


Criggion  Water  Scheme. 


The  extension  of  the  mains  from  Trewern  to  the  Crig- 
gion Radio  Station  has  been  completed  and  the  supply 
connected.  The  length  of  this  new  main  is  2J  miles.  Con- 
sumption of  water  at  the  Radio  Station  averages  2,553 
gallons  per  day. 


Castle  Caereinion  Water  Supply. 


Water  is  being  supplied  to  12  Council  houses  and  7 
private  properties.  The  supply  is  satisfactory  and  there  has 
been  no  shortage  of  water.  One  private  house  was  con- 
nected during  the  year. 


Long  Mountain  Water  Scheme. 


Little  progress  has  been  made  on  this  scheme,  a 
decision  is  awaited  on  the  amount  of  grant  available  from 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


Trinity  Well  Water  Scheme. 


(a)  The  laying  of  the  original  scheme  has  been  com- 
pleted. Work  is  in  progress  connecting  supplies  to  properties 
on  the  route  of  the  main.  To  date  23  properties  are  receiv- 
ing a supply  of  water  and  7 drinking  troughs  are  connected. 
68  houses  at  Borfa  Green  and  40  houses  originally  supplied 
from  the  service  reservoir  at  Hithercroft  also  receive  water 
from  the  Trinity  Well  mains. 


The  consumption  from  Trinity  Well  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  30,000  gallons  per  day. 


(b)  The  Trinity  Well  mains  have  been  extended  tc 
Pwilyglo  Cross  Roads  and  Trelydan  Farm  to  cater  for  the 
needs  of  these  districts. 
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Samples. 

During  the  year  89  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  analysis,  "the  results  being  as  follows : — 


Town  Supply 


Trinity  Well 


13 

4 

1 


Class 


99 


1 

2 

3 


Castle  Caereinion 

14  Class  1 

1 „ 3 

2 „ 4 


18  Class  I 
i : 

Gelli 


11 

3 

6 


Class 


99 


1 

3 

4 


Guilsfield 
10  Class  1 

Mulsop 
1 Class  1 


Privai  e 

1 Class  1 

2 4 


One  sample  of  water  from  Mulsop  Spring  was  submit- 
ted for  chemical  analysis  and  proved  satisfactory. 


FOOD. 

240  certificates  in  respect  of  food  surrendered  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  were  issued  in  1953  as  against  204 
certificates  in  1952. 

Summary  of  food  condemned  is  as  follows:  — 

924  tins  food.  146 Jib.  cooked  ham. 

100Mb.  English  beef.  181b.  lOoz.  Imported  Lamb. 

281bs.  Imported  mutton.  59Jlb.  pork. 

1351b.  Veal.  361b.  bacon. 

84  tins  milk. 
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Ice  Cream. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  district. 
Three  applications  for  registration  of  premises  from  retailers 
were  granted  making  a total  of  19  in  the  Borough. 


Food  Cleanliness. 

10  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  to  ensure 
compliance  with  the  Council’s  Byelaws  relating  to  the  hand-  - 
ling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food. 


SEWERAGE. 


Town. 

One  private  house  and  33  Council  houses  at  Borfa 
Green  have  been  connected  to  the  Sewer  during  the  year. 
Discharge  of  sewage  is  into  the  River  Severn. 

Discussions  have  taken  place  with  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  on  the  proposed  scheme 
for  a new  sewage  disposal  works.  A preliminary  report  and 
an  outline  plan  has  been  prepared  by  the  Consulting  En- 
gineers and  further  progress  will  be  made  when  the  amount 
of  grant  has  been  decided. 


Guilsfield. 

This  village  is  sewered  on  the  combined  system  to  a 
new  disposal  plant  which  is  maintained  in  good  order  and 
gives  little  trouble. 
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Trewern. 

The  Council  estate  is  sewered  on  the  separate  system, 
the  sewage  being  treated  at  a new  sewage  disposal  plant, 
which  is  maintained  in  good  order  and  gives  little  trouble. 
6 new  Council  houses  were  connected  to  the  system  during 
the  year, 


Castle  Caereinion. 

The  village  is  sewered  on  the  combined  system  to  an 
unsatisfactory  Disposal  plant.  A scheme  is  being  prepared 
for  the  construction  of  an  entirely  new  plant  and  levels  have 
been  taken  on  the  proposed  site. 


Pool  Quay. 

The  disposal  plant  for  this  village  is  maintained  in  good 
order  and  gives  no  trouble. 


DRAINAGE. 

All  drains  laid,  other  than  Council  houses,  were  tested 
by  the  Department. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 

4 Informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year  requir- 
ing attention  to  defective  W.C.’s.  All  were  complied  with. 
112  blocked  drains  were  dealt  with  without  the  serving  of 
any  notices. 

One  notice  was  served  relating  to  dangerous  building, 
and  this  was  complied  with,  as  was  also  one  notice  carried 
over  from  1952. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  total  number  of  factories  on  the  Register  is  43. 
During  the  year  12  inspections  were  made.  There  were 
no  prosecutions  during  the  year. 


DISINFECTIONS. 

Following  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  two  houses 
were  disinfected. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Two  houses  suspected  of  being  in  a verminous  condition 
were  disinfested. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS. 

The  arrangements  for  dealing  with  Rodent  destruction 
were  continued  and  the  results  were  as  follows:  — 

4 warehouses  have  been  inspected,  three  of  which  have 
been  treated  with  satisfactory  results.  The  refuse  tip  was 
treated  on  6 occasions,  the  average  kill  being  300  per  treat- 
ment. The  town  sewers  were  treated  on  two  occasions,  the 
first  resulting  in  13  poison  “takes”  and  10  poison  “takes” 
on  the  second.  4 school  canteens  have  been  inspected,  three 
of  which  have  been  treated  with  satisfactory  results. 

The  total  baits  laid  in  the  Borough  was  2,978.  Poison 
baits  taken  were  2,457. 

134  private  houses  in  the  Borough  were  treated. 

The  Smithhvld  has  been  treated  on  one  occasion. 
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HOUSE  REFUSE. 

Weekly  refuse  collections  take  place  from  all  houses  in 
the  town,  all  villages  in  the  Borough  and  all  houses  en  route. 
Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  waste  land  conveniently 
situate  half  a mile  from  the  town  centre. 


SALVAGE. 

A total  of  3 tons  7 cwt.  of  waste  paper  was  sold  amount- 
ing in  value  to  £21  12s.  3d. 

Sales  of  scrap  iron  amounted  in  value  to  £16  7s. 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  were  complied  with  and 
no  court  action  was  found  necessary. 


HOUSING. 

Houses  Erected  During  the  Year. 

By  local  authority  ...  39 

By  private  enterprise  2 

Houses  in  Course  of  Construction. 

By  local  authority  10 

By  private  enterprise  3 

Number  of  houses  classified  as  unfit  for  human 

habitation  222 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at 

end  of  year  362 

Total  number  of  condemned  houses  which  are  still 

occupied  53 
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1 am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  section 
of  the  report  dealing  with  water  supply,  housing,  etc.,  and 
would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  him  and  the  Town 
Clerk  for  their  help  and  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  R.  B.  MATHIAS,  M.O.H. 


COUNTY  TIMES  PRESS.  WELSHPOOL 


